CITY OF ORANGEBURG

Department of Public Utilities (DPU)
Request for Proposals (RFP)

Joint Use Audit and Pole Inspection Services

ADDENDUM - QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Date: March 26, 2026

Good morning,

Thank you for your interest in the City of Orangeburg Department of Public Utilities (DPU)
Joint Use Audit and Pole Inspection Services RFP. Please see responses to submitted questions
below.

Questions Submitted on Behalf of Osmose

Question: Would it be acceptable for us to present two scenarios in our response?
Response: Yes, multiple scenarios may be presented; however, DPU intends to evaluate and
select a proposal that aligns with the structure and requirements outlined in the RFP.

Scenario 1: A Joint Use Audit focused on confirming ownership and providing visuals for all
hazardous and maintenance-related concerns.

Response: As discussed during the pre-bid meeting, a joint-use attachment is considered a single
attachment provided it remains within its allotted 12-inch communication space. If an attacher
exceeds this space or installs outside of it, it will be considered an additional attachment. A
purely visual audit may not accurately capture these distinctions.

Scenario 2: A response structured strictly according to the RFP rubric, which would require
measurement of every pole and midspan with communication attachments.

Response: This approach is preferred, as DPU is seeking accurate and defensible data for joint-
use billing and compliance purposes.

Additional Question: Does Orangeburg DPU operate on a calendar year or a fiscal year?
Response: DPU operates on a fiscal year beginning October 1st.

Questions Submitted on Behalf of Maverick
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Does the City have partial pole attachment records and/or maps of where each
attacher exists within the system?

Response: Yes; however, as discussed in the pre-bid meeting, these records may be
incomplete or inaccurate due to undocumented and unauthorized attachments.

Does the City anticipate any coordination with attachers during this project?
Response: Yes. DPU has initiated communication with known attachers regarding the
upcoming audit and inspection.

Does the City have GIS records of pole locations?

Response: Yes. DPU maintains pole location data within an ArcGIS system. DPU is
exploring internal data collection tools; however, bidders may propose alternative data
collection methods for consideration.

Are all midspan heights required as part of the NESC compliance audit, or is
lowest/bottom communication height acceptable?

Response: Measurement of the lowest communication attachment is acceptable to verify
clearance compliance.

What is the average number of attachments per pole?

Response: Attachment density varies. Poles within the city may have six or more
attachments, while rural areas may range from one to three.

Will any inspection of electric facilities be required as part of the scope?

Response: No. This project is limited to a joint-use audit. However, notification to DPU
is appreciated if any hazardous conditions are observed.

Does the City want excavation at the groundline to identify decay, or a visual
assessment only?

Response: Only a visual assessment is required. Groundline excavation is not included in
the base scope.

What is the percentage of rear easements in the system?

Response: Rear lot or back-lot construction is minimal within the system. There are no
known joint-use-specific easement conditions that would significantly impact the audit.
Are there known restricted access areas (gated, private property, etc.)?

Response: Yes, such areas exist.

Are there specific photo requirements beyond date and location stamping (e.g.,
quantity, angle, format)?

Response: Photo documentation is required for all violations and should be sufficient to
clearly support enforcement and correction by attaching entities. Bidders may propose
additional photo standards as part of their methodology.

Questions Submitted on Behalf of ENTRUST Solutions Group

1.

Will DPU provide any existing pole data (pole IDs, GIS layers, circuit/feeder maps,
service territory boundaries, or prior audit data)?

Response: Yes. DPU maintains system data within ArcGIS and will provide available
information; however, completeness and accuracy are not guaranteed.

Is there a standard pole identification scheme currently in use, and how should
missing or illegible pole IDs be handled?
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Response: DPU poles are typically marked with a 3x5 aluminum plate containing a
unique five-digit identifier. Missing or illegible tags should be documented, and DPU
personnel will address replacement.

Can DPU provide a list of known attaching entities?

Response: Yes; however, records may be incomplete due to undocumented and
unauthorized attachments.

Will DPU provide copies of applicable joint-use agreements or local attachment
standards outside of NESC?

Response: Yes, where available.

Are there known access constraints, and will DPU assist with coordination?
Response: Yes. DPU will assist with access to restricted areas when necessary.
What is the anticipated Notice to Proceed date and desired project duration?
Response: The Notice to Proceed will be issued following award. While DPU does not
anticipate the project extending beyond one year, the priority is to obtain accurate,
defensible data for billing and compliance.

If the project is split into two contract years, how will poles be allocated?
Response: DPU does not currently intend to split the project; however, if necessary,
priority will be given to areas within city limits.

Are there work-hour restrictions or blackout periods?

Response: Work should generally be performed during daylight hours. Access to
restricted areas should occur during normal DPU operating hours.

What is the current status of vendor prequalification?

Response: Demonstrated experience with similar audits and inspections is preferred.
Bidders should provide references and relevant project history.

Is there a need to assess down guy violations due to third-party attachments?
Response: Yes. Any improper guying or conditions placing strain on DPU infrastructure
should be documented for corrective action.
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