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What is Cross Connection Control?

Cross-connections that can contaminate drinking
water distribution lines are a major concern. A
cross-connection is formed at any point where a
drinking water line connects to equipment (boilers),
systems containing chemicals (air
conditioning systems, fire sprinkler
systems, irrigation systems) or
water sources of questionable
quality. Cross-connection
contamination can occur when

the pressure in the equipment or
system is greater than the pressure
inside the drinking water line (backpressure).
Contamination can also occur when the pressure in
the drinking water line drops due to fairly routine
occurrences (main breaks, heavy water demand)
causing contamination from the equipment to be
drawn into the drinking water line (backsiphonage).

Outside water taps and garden hoses tend to be

the most common sources of cross-connection
contamination at home. The garden hose creates

a hazard when submerged in a swimming pool or
when attached to a chemical sprayer for weed killing.
Garden hoses that are left lying on the ground may
be contaminated by fertilizers, cesspools, or garden
chemicals. Improperly installed valves in your toilet
could also be a source of cross-contamination.

Community water supplies are continuously
jeopardized by cross-connections unless appropriate
valves, known as backflow prevention devices, are
installed and maintained. Orangeburg DPU maintains
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" THINKING GREEN...

Department of Public Utilities
City of Orangeburg
PO Box 1057
Orangeburg, South Carolina 29116

Fred H. Boatwright, Manager
Eric Odom, Water Division Director

How To Contact Us:
Please call the Water Division at
Phone: 803-268-4404 or Fax: 803-531-3803
or visit our website at: www.orbgdpu.com

The water supplied to you by YOUR
Department of Public Utilities meets and
exceeds all drinking water requirements.
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Este reporte contiene informacion acerca de suga potable. Si
usted desea copia de este reporte en espanol, favor de llamar a
Servivio del Cliente at 268-4186.

a rigorous cross-connection control program that
requires the installation of backflow prevention devices
on water services as well as monitors for potential cross
connections and seeks to eliminate them.

2009 Water
Quality Report

For more information, review the
cross-connection control manual
from the U.S. EPA’s Website at www.

oru

epa.gov/safewater/crossconnection.
html. You can also call the DPU

Water Division at 803-268-4404. “Oyer 100 ,-{fﬂw 23"







